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H“\RY CASTRC HOUSE
Castroville, Nedina County, Texas.

Presant Uwner: Henry Haas
Date of Frectiogs 1844
Aggnijggia Uuknown

EBuilder: Henry Castro
i onditions: Good'.
Lumber of Storles: OCne
Laterials of truction: Pure ginc 1/16" thick /

cordss Deed in dedipe County Courthouse and the book
"Qastro-ville and Henry Castro the Bmpresario.®

This house originally ccontained ome roome It is called the Henfy

Castro housge but in the beginning vias used as & storeroom. It is built
of sure zine avout 1/18™ of an inch tuick, which was brought from ¥ngland,

and bears the trade mark "Walkers Gospel Cak Uorks", Korwood and Rogers
patent and wag made in Tipton Stratsfordshire, Xngland. The house is
8%i1l in perfect condition and will be for many vears o come.

Henry Castro was tne organizer and founder of the c¢olorny, which
wes named Cagtro-ville, in his honor. Ix. Castro also founded D'Hanis,
and guihi. Castro, according to all sccounis a glorified resl estate
agent, was called "Empresario"; his troubles were many and his finanical
galn w2s very small. In 1827 he wns Consul for the Kingdom of Naples,
in Providence, R.I. Iir. Castro came to Texas in 1842 gud frem that
Jjourney evolved the colonization project, which occugied and embittered .
the remaining years ¢ his life. g :

Mr. Castro wes still in the village a®t the begiuning of the COiviy -
War, but had become so digilusioned that he set out for lexico with +he
inbention of returaning to Frence; he died in Tonter rray, Lﬁxico ’ay 1864,
His last will was dated H&y 1, 1864, and read as 0110@ )

"I the undersigned Henry Castro, native of - yonne in Prance,
resident and domiciled in the city of lonterry, state of Lueve Leon,
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ilexico, enjoying all of mental facultics and wishing to dispose of wmy .
possessions as I see Tif, I express in this testament ny last wishes.
I desire that after ny death, ny esuaﬁe, monsy ars possessions pazss to
Lorenzo Castro, now =t Lonterrery, who I con t1+“te my heir universal
and cbsolute. uighing that 21l which I possess, here, in Texas, in
"pancz or elsewhere, return te him after my death, that he take pogge-
ession of them and enjoy them as his cwn. '

In constituting Lorengo Justro my uhiverssl heir, as I have
fuet =aig, I constitute nim also thz head of the faily, for the pro=
tection of iadam Cactro, my wife, and iAngele Causici. I ask of him

only the continvation of his noble conduct fowards fhem %hat the earth
may rest ligntly on me. :

"Such are my lact wishes, and I desire that the: be respected.
"Done at lionterrey, State of _uevc Leon, ?echo, lst day of

igned tnis document. Henry Castro.
of this will bears the arns of my
Jeen de Castro, Vice Roy of the Lort-

I

the month of May 1864, I have s

"The sezl on the onvelo;
family. I dezaand in line dl-,c
uveese Indies and Goa.” _

Ladam Castro stayed in the villege of “astroville living
mainly a% the excellent hotel of i, Uarde, & poor forlorn old lady with.
wandering wits. She died February <8, 1371, in 3an Antonilo, Texas and -
wag bvuried from the Church ¢f S5t. Louls il Castroville. Ier son Lorenzo
died on May Day 1688 two years after his wife .ngustine; so ended 4‘h(-} '
Castro family in Texas. i

Before thes railrosd was builh in the '80% Jostroville wes
v far the lar;est city in iledisa Souaty, having a posulation of seven
mandred, agsinst Hondo's three hundred, D'denis's thres hundred, Jeving's
three hundred, §uihi's two hundred, Kew Foentsin's itwo hundred; the
agaessed wvalue of all property in Hedina of Januwary 1, 18591 WS two

lien seven hundrsd swnd sixty three thowssnd nine hundred and eighbty-

t dellars. : -
This information wes secuved from the book "Cagbro~Ville and
Henry Castro Zmpressario” by Julia Hott Waugh. The Anvil HNewspaner
Janusry 1, 1894, '
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